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GETTING SOME BACKGROUND

Teaching for 10+ years

at Basha HS for 2 years

PhD student at Arizona State University

Conductor with the Phoenix Youth Symphonies Wind Ensembles

* It's iImportant to acknowledge and know where we're from and why we
"think" the way we do...

« Who are you?
« Why are you here?



GETTING COMFORTABLE

 What is "Project Based Learning"?

 What is "musicking" and why does it matter?

 Why does it matter?



PROJECT BASED LEARNING

« Highlights
« Confucius, Aristotle, and Socrates - learn thru questioning & inquiry
« John Dewey - students are not passive recipients of knowledge
 Maria Montessori — experience is more vital to learning

« Jean Piaget — how we know: a “constructivist” approach
» students build knowledge by doing, investigating, collaborating and reflecting

« Emergence in contemporary education linked to “21st Century classroom”

* In the ensemble classroom, we are building:
* Kinesthetic experiences (doing)
» Conceptual understandings (thinking)
« Social collaboration



"MUSICKING"

* Musicologist, Christopher Small

e What s it?

* "To music is to take part, in any capacity, in a musical performance, whether by
performing, by listening, by rehearsing or practicing, by providing material for
performance (what is called composing), or by dancing."

« Why does it matter?
* Music is something we actively DO (and not limited to performing & composing)

« Small, C. (1998). Musicking: The meanings of performing and listening. Middletown, Conn: Wesleyan
University Press.



PUTTING IT IN CONTEXT

Basha HS Music Department "Creat Day" (Spring, 2015)

Students:
« Amphion, Chamber Orchestra, Symphonic Band ("top" ensembles)

Teachers:
 Vance Acker, Russ Biczo, Ajay Patel, myself

Time:

« Met in 1 block period (roughly 2 hours)
Peramaters:

* Mixed groups

 Mixed rooms (ABCD)

45 minutes to create
e GO...



PUTTING IT IN CONTEXT

Sample: Simple Text







PUTTING IT IN CONTEXT

The Reflective Process "It was cool to make music
with people from other
classes."

"| don't get to sing at

Question 1 (left side) Question 2 (right side) school! That was
awesome.”

Describe your experience in | Where could a collaborative
this collaborative project. project go in the future? "We could make a
concert with these
projects!"

"I wouldn't waste time in
the beginning. There were
ideas we didn't get to
include."




TAKING OWNERSHIP OF "ME"

 What does this mean to you?

 What could this mean for your classroom?

 What are your fears?

 What do you think your students would do?



DESIGNING A PROJECT

 Make it relevant to your "situation”

« "Situation" = student community, resources, time, conceptual goal, future
application, etc...

e Be realistic
* Your students will have nervous energy.
 YOU will have nervous energy.

 Make it digestible
« What can you accomplish in your timeframe?
« How comfortable are you facilitating?



THE "GENE PROJECT"

 Gene Gilll
 Music Ed Undergraduate (ASU)
« Barrett Honors College Thesis Project

 The Design
« Every Friday for 8 weeks
 Getinto a group
* “Make the music you want”
 We'll share on the 8th week

o Goals
 What would students "do" given these loose guidelines?

 Process over Product!






WHAT COULD BE

Do you have "functional fixedness"?

e "...a cognitive bias that limits a person to using an object only in the way it is
traditionally used."

Acoustic vs Digital vs Hybrid vs ....7?
INside vs OUTside of the box ... or NO box?!

You are only limited by your willingness to be limited.



WHAT COULD BE

Take, Create & Manipulate Project:

» Use a collection of original digital, sampled digital,
acoustic, and organic to create an original piece

» “Sea Space Jungle Punk ‘86"
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WHAT COULD BE

New course at Basha HS for the 2016-2017 school year...

"Creative Musicianship"
1 semester course, may be repeated

This course is for the student interested in exploring sound in order to generate
new musical expressions. The hands-on hybrid experience (using both acoustic
and digital sounds) enables students to learn the fundamentals of sound
creation, the use of music for expression, and the meaning of music within their
culture. No formal music experience is necessary. Creative Musicianship may
be applied to the Fine Arts credit.



"Creative Musicianship"




WHAT COULD BE
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Nathan Johnston

Husband . Father . Musician . Educator

WELCOME CALENDAR RESEARCH TEACHING SERVICE CONTACT @ POSTS @ COMMENTS

DIGITAL RESOURCES!  THINKLINKS — BLOG: LOOKING PAST OURMUSICAL TOMORROW,

Improving Ensemble Awareness: A Project Based Approach Paced Thoughts...

Project Ideas (small scale, single class):

= still ph ound




Contact Me

njohnstonmusic@gmail.com
Twitter : @njohnstonmusic

WwWw.njohnstonmusic.com

DJ Hc';mdel THANK YOU!
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